The Cult-a-Box gas generator tablet method for isolating Campylobacter spp. from stool cultures was evaluated by comparison with a standard gas mixture of 5% oxygen, 10% carbon dioxide, and 85% nitrogen. Of the 186 positive cultures, 90.3% were found by both methods. Of the remaining 9.7% which were positive in one system only, 11 were found by the tablet method and 7 by the standard gas method.
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A microaerophilic atmosphere is required for the isolation of Campylobacter spp. (7), and since this is rather uncommon for bacteria, there are no old routine methods for generating it. To apply even the simplest idea, that of replacing the air in closed jars with a gas mixture containing 5% oxygen (2, 6) (2, 6) .
A recently designed kit, the Cult-a-Box gas generator (Fennoport, Helsinki, Finland) , is based on the use of separate tablets for generating CO2 and H2 in anaerobic jars with catalyst. By altering the number of tablets used, the system can be adjusted in accordance with the size of incubation jars. The present report is an evaluation of this system for isolating Campylobacter spp. from clinical stool samples compared with the standard gas replacement procedure.
The material studied consisted of 6,000 stool samples and rectal swabs, which were sent to our laboratory for Campylobacter culture between October 1982 and April 1983. All specimens were inoculated onto duplicate selective horse blood agar plates (6) .
One set of inoculated plates was incubated in 8-liter metallic anaerobic jars without catalyst. The air was removed through a valve with a vacuum pump and replaced with a gas mixture containing 5% oxygen, 10% C02? and 85% N2.
The other set of plates was incubated in similar jars with catalyst. The gas milieu was established by placing three tablets containing sodium borohydrate (Cult-a-Box H2 gas generator; Fennoport) and four tablets containing sodium bicarbonate (Cult-a-Box CO2 gas generator; Fennoport) in an open petri dish; 15 ml of water was added, and the lid was secured immediately.
The jars were incubated for 48 h at 42°C. Campylobacter spp. were identified by microscopy of the Gram-stained preparations of colonies and positive oxidase and catalase tests (7) . Subcultures were made on Mueller-Hinton medium agar plates supplemented with 2 mg of IsoVitaleX (BBL) per ml to demonstrate sensitivity to nalidixic acid (130 jLg per disk; Rosco, Toastrup, Denmark).
The number of Campylobacter colonies on the original plates was categorized as follows: +, growth on one or two sites of the inoculation line only; + +, growth on several sites but not extending to the end of the inoculation line; and + + +, growth along the entire inoculation line.
The total number of positive samples was 186 (3.1%), of which 168 were detected by both methods (Table 1) . Equal numbers of colonies were seen in 151 samples. In 6 samples, more colonies were found when the plates were incubated in the standard gas mixture, and in 11 samples more colonies were recorded in the tablet jars. Seven samples grew in the standard gas mixture only, and 11 samples grew in the tablet jars only. Thus, the sensitivity of the standard method was 94.1% and that of the tablet method 96.2%. colonies when the number of colonies was similar in both jars showed better growth in 1 sample in the standard gas jars and in 15 samples in the tablet jars. Thus, it is clear that in routine cultures of stool samples the commercial tablet kit performed at least as well as the standard gas mixture generally recommended (2, 6) . The small differences we observed might have been due to slightly different optimal oxygen concentrations for various strains as well as to uneven distribution of bacteria in the samples.
In the comparison of the CampyPak II envelope system and the standard gas mixture reported by Buck et al. (1) , the isolation and growth results for stool cultures of Campylobacter spp. were virtually identical. These authors also compared the running costs of the two systems, which in 1981 were, per sample, $0.10 for the gas mixture and $0.74 for the envelopes. The currently listed price for the CampyPak system is $1.90 (two envelopes), and that for the Cult-aBox gas generator system is $0.70 per 8-liter jar. The jars accommodate about 20 plates, which gives theoretical minimum prices per sample of about $0.10 and $0.04, respectively. Both systems are more expensive than the standard gas mixture, which costs about $0.01 per sample, but such a system requires considerable initial investment for equipment.
Since the use of commercial tablet kits and envelopes is very simple and does not require any investment in gas-replacing equipment and since both systems perform as well in practice as the standard gas replacement system, they can both be easily applied in any laboratory. The final selection of a system for microaerophilic cultures will probably be determined by local costs and preexisting equipment.
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